themselves. Most of them however learn English because
they find it almost indispensable, and they feel aggrieved
that most of the British do nor care to learn Africaans, the
language of the Boers. "We" learn "your" language, but
"you" do not care to learn "our" language* Hence the
conflict.

In India also there is a conflict of languages. A
section of Muslims believe that Urdu is their own language,
feel happy if it be recognised as the lingua franca of India
and feel very unhappy if Hindi, said to be the language of
the Hindus, should claim that honour. Many nationalist
Indians not only consider English as "foreign" but also
hateful because it is the language of the British and they hate
British imperialism in India. In a letter written in May
1945, to the Mian Iftikaruddin, Mahatma Gandhi said,
"Give up this habit of writing and speaking in English, if
you want to be free." Many Englishmen claim that English
is their own language and it is the language of the free.

Commenting on the exclusion of French as an official
language of the San Francisco Conference, the Swiss poet,
George Hales, wrote in the Despeche de Geneve: " This
gives a bitter taste to the recollections of the numerous
pledges given to France, according to which every possible
thing would be done to reintegrate her position as
a great power. The exclusion appears as one more
victory scored by force against right... At a time when a
form of tyranny is on the verge of collapse and when Allied
nations, which were linked together so far by similiar
military interests, will need the force of reason to establish
a lasting and just peace, it is then that the voice of the
only country capable to call the peoples of the world to
justice and liberty is eliminated. Its language is excluded ;